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Exploring Sensory and Figurative Language 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

In literature, authors use sensory and figurative language to create vivid imagery and evoke 
emotions in readers. Understanding these techniques can enhance your appreciation of literature 
and improve your own writing skills. 
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Sensory Language: 

Sensory language appeals to the five senses—sight, sound, taste, touch, and smell—to paint a 
vivid picture in the reader's mind. Here's a breakdown of each sense: 

• Sight: Descriptions that help readers visualize scenes and settings. 

• Sound: Words that evoke auditory sensations and create atmosphere. 

• Taste: Words that describe flavors and evoke gustatory sensations. 

• Touch: Words that convey textures and sensations felt by the characters. 

• Smell: Words that evoke olfactory sensations and enhance the atmosphere. 

Examples of Sensory Language: 

1. Sight: 

• Glittering 

• Radiant 

• Glimmering 

• Shadowy 
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• Vibrant 

2. Sound: 

• Whispering 

• Roaring 

• Melodic 

• Clanging 

• Hissing 

3. Taste: 

• Bitter 

• Sweet 

• Savory 

• Tangy 

• Spicy 

4. Touch: 

• Rough 

• Smooth 

• Prickly 

• Soft 

• Coarse 

5. Smell: 

• Fragrant 

• Pungent 

• Fresh 

• Aromatic 

• Stale 

  



Log Cabin Schoolhouse  P a g e  | 4 

 

 

 

Figurative Language: 

Figurative language uses words or expressions in a way that deviates from their literal meaning to 
create imagery, convey emotions, or add depth to writing. Here are some common types of 
figurative language: 

1. Metaphor: A figure of speech that implies a comparison between two unlike entities 
without the use of "like" or "as." 

• Time is a thief. 

• The classroom was a zoo. 

• His heart is a cold iron. 

• Words are the weapons with which we wound. 

• She is a shining star in her family. 

2. Simile: A comparison between two unlike things that use "like" or "as." 

• She danced like a leaf on the wind. 

• His temper is as explosive as a volcano. 

• She is as cunning as a fox. 
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• Their love blossomed like a flower in spring. 

• He is as stubborn as a mule. 

3. Personification: Giving human traits or attributes to animals, objects, or ideas. 

• The wind whispered through the trees. 

• The car groaned under the weight of the heavy load. 

• The sun smiled down on us. 

• Time marches on. 

• The storm raged throughout the night. 

4. Hyperbole: An exaggerated statement or claim not meant to be taken literally. 

• I've told you a million times. 

• She cried a river of tears. 

• I'm so hungry I could eat a horse. 

• He ran faster than the wind. 

• It took forever to get here. 

5. Alliteration: The occurrence of the same letter or sound at the beginning of adjacent or 
closely connected words. 

• Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers. 

• Silly Sally swiftly shooed seven silly sheep. 

• The big, bad bear scared all the baby bunnies by the bushes. 

• She sells seashells by the seashore. 

• The wild winds of winter. 

6. Onomatopoeia: The formation of a word from a sound associated with what is named. 

• Buzz 

• Hiss 

• Bang 

• Sizzle 

• Click 

7. Oxymoron: A figure of speech in which apparently contradictory terms appear in 
conjunction. 
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• Bittersweet 

• Deafening silence 

• Act naturally 

• Seriously funny 

• Original copies 

8. Irony: The expression of one's meaning by using language that normally signifies the 
opposite, typically for humorous or emphatic effect. 

• A plumber's house always has leaky faucets. 

• A fire station burns down. 

• A pilot has a fear of heights. 

• The police station gets robbed. 

• A postman hates mail. 

9. Anaphora: The repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of successive clauses. 

• Every day, every night, in every way, I am getting better. 

• To think on death it is a misery, to think on life it is a vanity, to think on the world 
verily it is. 

• We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in 
the fields. 

• Not time, not space... not even death will ever separate you from me. 

• Let freedom ring from the snowy mountains of Colorado, let freedom ring from the 
curvaceous slopes of California. 

10. Synecdoche: A figure of speech in which a part is made to represent the whole or vice 
versa. 

• All hands on deck. 

• Cleveland won by six runs (meaning Cleveland's baseball team). 

• The White House issued a statement (meaning the President or his administration). 

• He's got a new set of wheels (meaning a new car). 

• New York is calling for stricter regulations (meaning the government of New York). 

 

These examples illustrate the richness and diversity of figurative language, offering a wide 
range of expressions to enhance the creativity and expressiveness of writing. 


