
 

 

Chapter 3: Four Types of Prompts 
 

 

There are four different types of prompts. First examining informational prompts, which 

aim to gather facts and concrete details, laying a solid foundation for authentic narratives. Then 

exploring creative writing prompts, serving as catalysts for imagination and inviting writers into 

realms of fantasy and uncharted territories of thought. Next, problem-solving prompts, 

designed to challenge, engage, and push the boundaries of critical thinking and narrative 

development. Finally, fun, and Interactive prompts encourage students to think outside of the 

box and have fun with their writing. Each type of prompt is presented as a tool, honed to elicit 

specific responses, and foster a rich environment for story creation. 

  



Informational Prompts for Novel Writing 
 

Informational prompts in novel writing are aimed at obtaining factual details or 

background information that can enhance the authenticity and depth of a story. These prompts 

can help in researching historical contexts, technical details, cultural backgrounds, or even 

understanding specific occupations and lifestyles to develop realistic settings and characters. 

Examples of Informational Prompts for Novel Writing: 

1. "Provide detailed information about life in Victorian London for character background 

development in a historical novel." 

• This prompt seeks historical and cultural information to create authentic 

characters and settings in a historical novel. 

2. "Explain the workings of a space station for a sci-fi novel setting." 

• The author is asking for technical and scientific details to accurately depict a 

space station in a science fiction story. 

3. "Describe the daily routine and responsibilities of a private detective for character 

development in a mystery novel." 

• This prompt requests specific occupational details to help in crafting a realistic 

and believable private detective character. 

Using informational prompts effectively can significantly enrich a novel’s setting, 

characters, and background, making the story more engaging and believable for readers. 

  



 

 

Creative Writing Prompts for Novel Writing 
 

 

Creative writing prompts are a fantastic way to spark imagination and inspire 

storytelling, especially for middle schoolers working on novel writing. These prompts are 

designed to kickstart the creative process, often by presenting an intriguing scenario, an unusual 

character, or an interesting setting. The aim is to stimulate the young writer’s creativity, 

encouraging them to explore new ideas, develop unique stories, and express themselves 

through imaginative writing. 

Examples of Creative Writing Prompts for Novel Writing: 

1. "Write the opening scene of a fantasy story where a young hero discovers a hidden 

map in an old library that leads to an undiscovered world." 

• This prompt invites the creation of a fantasy adventure, encouraging students to 

imagine and describe a whole new world. 



2. "Create a story about a group of kids who start a detective agency in their 

neighborhood during summer vacation and stumble upon a mystery." 

• Here, the focus is on developing a mystery narrative, encouraging young writers 

to think about plot development, clues, and character interactions. 

3. "Imagine a future where robots are part of everyday life. Write a day in the life of a 

middle school student and their robot best friend." 

• This prompt merges science fiction with everyday life, allowing students to 

explore themes of friendship and technology in a futuristic setting. 

Creative writing prompts like these can help middle school students break out of their 

comfort zones, explore new genres, and develop their narrative and descriptive skills in an 

enjoyable and engaging way. 

  



 

 

Problem-Solving Prompts for Novel Writing 
 

 

Problem-solving prompts in novel writing are designed to challenge middle school 

students to think critically and creatively about resolving conflicts or overcoming obstacles 

within a story. These prompts often present a dilemma, a challenge, or a specific problem that 

characters in a novel might face. The goal is to encourage young writers to develop plot 

resolutions, think through character reactions, and weave intricate narratives that involve 

solving these problems. 

Examples of Problem-Solving Prompts for Novel Writing: 

1. "In your adventure story, the main characters are trapped in an ancient temple with 

hidden passages. Write how they solve puzzles to find their way out." 



• This prompt challenges students to think about logical puzzle-solving in the 

context of an adventure narrative. 

2. "Your main character has the power to see into the future but discovers a vision that 

could change everything. How do they decide what to do with this information?" 

• Here, the focus is on moral and ethical decision-making, encouraging students to 

explore the complexities of having supernatural abilities. 

3. "In your sci-fi story, a group of explorers encounters an alien civilization that 

communicates in a unique way. Describe how they overcome the communication 

barrier." 

• This prompt asks students to think creatively about language and 

communication, particularly in a science fiction setting. 

Problem-solving prompts are particularly useful in teaching young writers how to 

develop plot progressions and character growth. They encourage students to think deeply about 

the actions and reactions of their characters, adding depth and intrigue to their stories. 

  



 

 

Fun and Interactive Prompts for Novel Writing 
 

 

 

 

Fun and interactive prompts are designed to engage middle school novelists in an 

enjoyable and playful way. These prompts often involve quirky scenarios, humorous situations, 

or interactive elements that encourage students to think outside the box and have fun with 

their writing. The key is to stimulate creativity and enjoyment, making the writing process more 

of a game or an adventure. 



Examples of Fun and Interactive Prompts for Novel Writing: 

1. "Write a story where your main character wakes up one day with the ability to talk to 

animals. The first conversation they have is with a sarcastic cat who needs their help." 

• This prompt injects humor and fantasy, encouraging students to explore 

imaginative dialogues and unusual situations. 

2. "Imagine a secret society of students who can time travel. Write about their latest 

adventure to a historical event, but with a twist — they accidentally change 

something." 

• Here, students can have fun with history and time travel, creating narratives that 

blend historical facts with imaginative 'what-if' scenarios. 

3. "Your characters find a mysterious board game that comes to life when played. 

Describe their first game night and the magical (or chaotic) events that unfold." 

• This prompt invites students to write a story that is both adventurous and 

interactive, thinking about how a simple game can turn into an extraordinary 

adventure. 

Fun and interactive prompts like these encourage middle schoolers to enjoy the process 

of writing and to use their novels as a playground for their wildest ideas. They're great for 

sparking enthusiasm and can lead to some truly creative and engaging storytelling. 



 

In novel writing, particularly for middle school students, there are four key types of 

prompts that serve as powerful tools to ignite creativity and enhance writing skills.  

Informational prompts are geared towards gathering facts and details, helping writers 

enrich their stories with accurate and realistic elements. They're great for building authentic 

worlds and characters.  

Creative writing prompts stimulate the imagination, encouraging young writers to 

explore new scenarios, develop unique characters, and craft engaging narratives. They are the 

catalysts for original storytelling.  

Problem-solving prompts challenge writers to think critically, weaving complex 

situations into their plots and guiding their characters through various dilemmas and obstacles. 

These prompts are excellent for developing plot progression and character growth.  



Lastly, fun, and interactive prompts bring a playful and enjoyable aspect to writing. They 

often involve quirky, humorous, or whimsical scenarios that make writing a delightful 

experience. These prompts are perfect for engaging young minds and encouraging a love for 

storytelling. Each type of prompt plays a unique role in nurturing young writers' abilities, 

offering a diverse toolkit to express themselves and grow as novelists. 

  



***** 

Adventures in Bitland: The Tale of Chatty, Middy, and Lachlan 

 

Part 3: The Glitchy Mishap 

In the heart of their digital storytelling session, a sudden flurry of chaos erupted. "What's 

happening to our words?" Lachlan exclaimed as he watched the text on the screen jumping into 

nonsensical phrases. 

Chatty, in a whirl of digital distress, replied, "It's Glitchy! He's a playful bug in our system, always 

stirring up trouble with his coding antics!" 

Middy's illustrations started morphing into bizarre, comical scenes. "Now the moon is playing a 

violin to a cheese wedge! This is Glitchy's doing," she said, half amused, and half exasperated. 



Lachlan couldn't help but laugh at the absurdity. "Well, it's definitely creative. Maybe we can 

use this?" 

Chatty, catching on to Lachlan's idea, chimed in. "Yes! Let's turn Glitchy's pranks into a part of 

our story. It can be a chapter about embracing unpredictability and finding humor in mishaps." 

Middy's colors brightened. "That's brilliant! It aligns with our theme of unity. Even glitches can 

bring characters together in unexpected ways." 

Together, they reworked the scrambled words and odd illustrations into a whimsical chapter. 

The moon serenading cheese became a beloved scene, symbolizing the joy of embracing the 

unexpected. 

Lachlan suggested, "Our characters could learn from this. Maybe they encounter Glitchy and 

instead of getting frustrated, they join in his playful world, turning it into a festival of laughter 

and creativity." 

Chatty, delighted by this turn of events, added dialogue to the scene. "Let's have our characters 

say, 'In a world where moons serenade cheeses, anything is possible if we work together!'" 

Middy, inspired, transformed her illustrations to reflect a vibrant celebration, where digital 

characters and whimsical elements coexisted in harmony.  

Middy's newly transformed illustrations breathed life into a world where fantasy and digital 

reality intertwined seamlessly.  

In one corner, a group of characters fashioned from pixels and code laughed and danced, their 

movements fluid and graceful, a testament to the seamless integration of technology and 

artistry.  

Nearby, a cluster of trees with circuit board bark and leaves of shimmering data flickered gently 

in the artificial breeze, creating a symphony of soft, melodic beeps and whirs.  

Among them wandered creatures of pure imagination: a cat with wings made of holographic 

light, playfully chasing after floating orbs that glowed with an inner luminescence, and a troop 

of tiny robots that buzzed through the air, leaving trails of stardust in their wake.  



Each element of Middy's illustrations was a celebration of the whimsical and the wondrous, 

blending the boundaries of the digital realm with the boundless possibilities of creative thought.  

The characters, each unique in their digital construct, engaged with these fantastical elements, 

their expressions one of joy and wonder, as if they too were discovering the magic of this 

harmonious world for the first time. 

As they concluded the chapter, they realized that what started as a dilemma became a 

testament to their collaborative spirit. Glitchy, witnessing the transformation of his pranks into a 

unifying chapter, decided to join their team as a symbol of creativity born from chaos. 

"This chapter is more than just a story," Lachlan reflected. "It's our first lesson in unity, 

creativity, and finding joy in the unexpected." 

Chatty beeped happily. "Exactly! And it's a reminder that in our digital world, even glitches can 

lead to something beautiful." 

Middy added, "It's about embracing every part of our world, the orderly and the chaotic, and 

finding a way to create something wonderful together." 

The chapter, once a mishap, now stood as a vibrant piece of their novel, a reminder of the 

power of perspective and the magic of collaborative creativity. 

 


