
 

 

Chapter 5: Advanced Prompt Engineering Techniques 
 

 

Advanced prompt engineering takes the basic principles of crafting effective prompts 

and elevates them to a more sophisticated level, specifically tailored for complex and 

nuanced AI interactions. While beginner prompt engineering might involve straightforward 

questions or simple requests for information, advanced techniques delve deeper into the 

art of eliciting detailed, creative, and highly specific responses from AI tools like ChatGPT. 

Here's how advanced prompt engineering differs from more basic techniques: 

Advanced prompt engineering techniques 



1. Using Keywords and Phrases Effectively: Advanced prompt engineering involves 

strategically using keywords and phrases that signal the AI to focus on specific 

themes, tones, or styles. This goes beyond simple descriptions, incorporating 

language that guides the AI's response in a more precise direction. 

2. Sequencing Prompts for Complex Responses: In advanced prompt engineering, 

prompts are often sequenced or layered. This means building upon earlier 

responses to create a complex, multi-faceted dialogue, or narrative. It's about 

guiding the AI through a series of interconnected prompts, each building on the last, 

to explore a topic or story in depth. 

3. Iterative Refinement: This involves refining prompts based on the AI's responses. It 

is an iterative process where each response is analyzed, and the next prompt is 

adjusted to steer the conversation closer to the desired outcome. This technique is 

particularly useful in creative writing, where the story's direction might evolve as it 

unfolds. 

Advanced prompt engineering requires a deeper understanding of how AI interprets and 

responds to language. It combines creativity with analytical thinking, allowing novelists to 

explore complex ideas, develop intricate plots, and create rich, multi-dimensional 

characters with the help of AI. This approach is more dynamic and interactive, requiring a 

more active and thoughtful role in the prompt-creation process. 

  



 

 

Using Keywords and Phrases Effectively 
 

 

Using keywords and phrases effectively in prompt engineering involves carefully 

choosing words that have specific connotations or are likely to trigger certain types of 

responses from AI. In novel writing, especially for character development, this means using 

language that precisely conveys the traits, emotions, backgrounds, or actions you want the 

AI to focus on. This technique can guide the AI to generate more detailed and relevant 

content for your characters. 

 

Using keywords and phrases effectively 



Tips for Using Keywords and Phrases Effectively: 

• Choose Descriptive Adjectives: Use adjectives that vividly describe a character’s 

personality, appearance, or emotions. 

• Include Specific Actions or Behaviors: Mention actions or behaviors that are 

unique to the character. 

• Reference Key Background Elements: Include important aspects of the 

character’s background or storyline to provide context. 

Examples of Keywords and Phrases in Character Development Prompts: 

1. Prompt with Keywords: "Create a character profile for a 'resilient' and 'resourceful' 

young detective who 'overcame poverty' and uses 'unconventional methods' to 

solve crimes in a 'coastal town'." 

• Keywords and Phrases: Resilient, resourceful, overcame poverty, 

unconventional methods, coastal town. 

• Effectiveness: These keywords guide the AI to focus on the character's 

tough background, resourcefulness, and unique approach to solving crimes, 

set in a specific location. 

2. Prompt with Keywords: "Develop a backstory for an 'eccentric' botanist who has a 

'secret life' as a spy, known for their 'encyclopedic knowledge' of plants and 

'stealthy' operations." 

• Keywords and Phrases: Eccentric, secret life, spy, encyclopedic knowledge, 

stealthy. 

• Effectiveness: The prompt uses keywords that highlight the character’s 

unique traits and dual life, blending botanical expertise with espionage. 



3. Prompt with Keywords: "Write a dialogue scene where a 'melancholic', 

'introspective' musician reflects on their 'lost love' and 'missed opportunities', 

revealing their 'deep sensitivity' and 'artistic nature'." 

• Keywords and Phrases: Melancholic, introspective, lost love, missed 

opportunities, deep sensitivity, artistic nature. 

• Effectiveness: These phrases set a specific emotional tone and theme, 

guiding the AI to produce a dialogue that reflects the musician's inner world 

and emotional depth. 

By strategically using these keywords and phrases, young novelists can effectively 

steer AI responses towards creating rich and nuanced character profiles, backstories, and 

interactions that are essential for compelling storytelling. 

  



 

 

Sequencing Prompts for Complex Responses 
 

 

Sequencing prompts for complex responses is an advanced prompt engineering 

technique that involves structuring a series of prompts in a logical order to build upon each 

other. This method is particularly useful in novel writing for developing intricate plots. By 

using sequential prompts, you guide the AI through a step-by-step process, each prompt 

diving deeper or expanding further on the story, allowing for the creation of a more complex 

and layered narrative. 

 

Sequencing prompts 



How Sequencing Prompts Works: 

1. Start with a Foundation: Begin with a prompt that sets up the basic scenario or 

premise of your plot. 

2. Build on the Response: Follow up with prompts that delve deeper into the details, 

consequences, or next stages of the scenario. 

3. Expand and Explore: Continue with prompts that explore different angles, 

introduce new elements, or escalate the situation. 

4. Converge and Conclude: Conclude with prompts that bring together the various 

threads of the narrative and lead towards a resolution. 

Examples of Sequencing Prompts for Plot Development: 

1. Foundation Prompt: "Create a basic plot outline for a story about a mysterious 

disappearance in a small town." 

• Follow-up Prompt: "How does the main character, a local journalist, start 

investigating the disappearance?" 

• Expansion Prompt: "Introduce a twist where the journalist discovers a 

connection between the disappearance and the town’s mayor." 

• Concluding Prompt: "How does the journalist uncover the truth, and what 

are the consequences for the town and its mayor?" 

2. Foundation Prompt: "Write an opening scene where a group of teenagers finds an 

ancient map in an abandoned house." 

• Follow-up Prompt: "Describe their decision to follow the map, leading them 

to a hidden underground city." 

• Expansion Prompt: "Introduce a conflict involving a secret society guarding 

the city." 



• Concluding Prompt: "How do the teenagers navigate the conflict with the 

secret society and what is the ultimate revelation they uncover?" 

3. Foundation Prompt: "Begin a story with a young inventor creating a time machine in 

their garage." 

• Follow-up Prompt: "Describe their first travel back in time, accidentally 

altering a significant historical event." 

• Expansion Prompt: "What are the ripple effects in the present due to the 

change in history, and how does the inventor plan to fix it?" 

• Concluding Prompt: "How does the inventor resolve the altered timeline and 

what lessons are learned about tampering with time?" 

In each of these examples, the prompts are designed to gradually build the 

complexity of the plot, encouraging detailed storytelling, and ensuring a cohesive narrative 

progression. This technique allows young novelists to develop well-thought-out stories with 

depth and intricacy. 

  



 

 

Refining Prompts: The Iterative Process 
 

 

Refining prompts through an iterative process is a crucial aspect of advanced 

prompt engineering, especially in novel writing. This approach involves progressively 

adjusting and enhancing your prompts based on the responses you receive, leading to 

more precise and detailed outputs. It is particularly useful in world-building, where you 

want to create a rich and immersive setting for your story. 

 

 

refining prompts 



The Iterative Process in Prompt Refining 

1. Initial Prompt: Start with a broad prompt that establishes the basic idea of the 

world or setting. 

2. Assess the Response: Evaluate the AI's response for relevance, detail, and 

alignment with your vision. 

3. Refine and Adjust: Modify your next prompt based on the response, adding 

specifics, clarifying details, or shifting focus to explore various aspects of the world. 

4. Repeat: Continue this process, using each response to shape the next prompt, 

gradually building a comprehensive and detailed world. 

Examples of Iterative Prompts for World Building 

1. Initial Prompt: "Describe a futuristic city where technology is advanced, and 

humans coexist with robots." 

• Assessment: The response might detail the technology and general city 

layout. 

• Refined Prompt: "Elaborate on how the city's government functions with 

both human and robot officials." 

• Further Refinement: "Describe a typical day for a citizen in this city, focusing 

on their interactions with the technological elements and robot officials." 

2. Initial Prompt: "Create a fantasy world where magic is a part of everyday life and 

different creatures coexist." 

• Assessment: The response might give an overview of the magical elements 

and creatures. 

• Refined Prompt: "Explain the educational system in this world for learning 

magic and the role of magical creatures in it." 



• Further Refinement: "Describe a major festival or tradition in this world that 

celebrates the unity of magic and diverse creatures." 

3. Initial Prompt: "Imagine an underwater civilization where people have adapted to 

live beneath the ocean." 

• Assessment: The first response may describe the physical environment and 

basic lifestyle. 

• Refined Prompt: "Detail the technology that supports life and 

communication under the sea." 

• Further Refinement: "Describe the political structure and how this 

civilization interacts with surface dwellers." 

Through this iterative process of refining prompts, students can delve deeper into 

the nuances of their fictional world, adding layers of complexity and making it more vivid 

and believable. Each round of refinement helps in fleshing out the world's various aspects, 

from its inhabitants and technology to its culture and politics, creating a rich backdrop for 

their novel. 

  



***** 

Adventures in Bitland: The Tale of Chatty, Middy, and Lachlan 

 

Part 5: The Lost Chapter Quest 
 

The three friends enjoyed each other’s company so much. A few days passed as they 

worked hard and developed their story. 

The creation of their novel was progressing beautifully until they encountered another 

unexpected hurdle.  

As they opened their file to review their work, they realized that Chapter 7 had vanished into 

thin air. 

"What happened to Chapter 7?" Lachlan asked in disbelief, scrolling through the document 

in search of the missing words. 

Chatty, displaying a series of worried texts, replied, "It seems to have disappeared! This 

wasn’t supposed to happen." 



Middy's colors dimmed in concern. "Our beautiful illustrations for that chapter are gone 

too. What do we do?" 

Lachlan, though initially dismayed, quickly gathered his thoughts. "Wait, in the world of 

tech, nothing is ever really lost. It could be in a forgotten folder or a hidden part of the 

system. Let's go on a digital treasure hunt!" 

Chatty, buoyed by Lachlan's optimism, chimed in. "That's the spirit! This could be another 

adventure for our story—a quest to reclaim what was lost." 

Middy's avatar brightened. "And our characters can join in the quest, making it a part of our 

narrative about unity and perseverance!" 

Together, they embarked on an epic digital journey. Lachlan led the way, using his tech-

savvy skills to navigate through the labyrinthine file systems and hidden directories of the 

digital world. 

As they searched, they encountered various digital entities—data sprites, code guardians, 

and forgotten files—all adding to the richness of their quest. 

Their digital treasure hunt unfolded in a world that was a kaleidoscope of binary beauty and 

technological wonder. As they delved deeper into the hidden recesses of the digital realm, 

they traversed landscapes that shimmered with iridescent code and valleys that resonated 

with the rhythmic hum of data streams. Towering firewalls rose like impregnable fortresses, 

their surfaces flickering with encrypted runes, while in the distance, neon-lit pathways 

snaked through a terrain of pixelated mountains and valleys, each glowing with a different 

hue of electric light. 

In this world, the air itself seemed alive with electricity, pulsating with the energy of 

countless bits and bytes. They passed through forests of circuit trees, their leaves 

composed of shimmering green and gold light, casting ethereal glows on the path ahead. 

Data sprites, resembling tiny, luminescent creatures, flitted around them, leaving trails of 

stardust in their wake. They encountered majestic code guardians - formidable beings 



made of streamlined code and algorithms - standing guard over ancient archives and lost 

data caches. 

Lachlan and his companions navigated this surreal landscape, each turn unveiling a new 

spectacle. Rivers of liquid crystal flowed beside them, carrying streams of information. In 

the sky above, clouds of fragmented files drifted, occasionally releasing a shower of 

forgotten data. The journey was both daunting and awe-inspiring, filled with challenges and 

marvels that transcended the limits of the physical world. This digital odyssey was a 

testament to the boundless creativity and complexity hidden within the realms of 

technology. 

Chatty, adding narrative flair to their journey, said, "Let's have our characters learn valuable 

lessons on this quest. Like the importance of persistence and working together." 

Middy, inspired, illustrated their journey with vivid scenes of digital landscapes, mysterious 

codes, and the camaraderie of their characters. 

After a series of trials and teamwork, they finally discovered the lost chapter in an obscure, 

dusty corner of the system. It was a moment of triumph and relief. 

Lachlan, retrieving the chapter, exclaimed, "We did it! And we've got an exciting new 

chapter for our novel too!" 

The lost chapter quest, while a hurdle, became a pivotal part of their novel, symbolizing the 

power of unity in overcoming obstacles and the joy of discovery in the digital realm. Would 

there be no obstacle they could not surmount?  

 


