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Trail of Time: Charting America's Journey from Discovery to Destiny 

Get ready to embark on a creative journey through history! This semester, we’ve explored 
incredible moments that shaped America, from the rich cultures of Indigenous peoples to the vast 
adventures of Lewis and Clark, to the powerful ideals that launched the nation. Now, it’s time for 
you to bring all these events together in a visual story—your own historical timeline. 

The Challenge: 

You’ll be building a timeline that captures the spirit, bravery, and resilience of each era we’ve 
studied. This is more than dates and events; it’s a chance to look back at those who paved the 
way for our country and to reflect on the courage and vision that defined their time. 

What to Include: 

Your timeline will be a journey, marking 14 pivotal topics. For each one, you’ll add: 

1. A Key Event or Idea: Highlight what makes each topic important. From Columbus’s 
daring voyage to the battles of the American Revolution, make sure your descriptions 
capture the essence of each era. (Major events, key figures, societal changes and impacts) 

2. A Visual Touch: Use illustrations, drawings, or symbols to bring each event to life. Let 
your creativity shine through as you bring these historical moments into view—imagine 
settlers carving out lives, explorers venturing into the unknown, and soldiers standing 
strong. 

3. A Meaningful Quote or Primary Source: Include a short quote, journal entry, or 
document snippet for each topic. Whether it’s a line from the Declaration of 
Independence or a Native American proverb, these words will add a powerful connection 
to each era’s mindset and legacy. 

4. Reflections for Today: Choose three topics from your timeline and connect them to the 
present. Think about what these events mean to us now and how their influence still 
resonates. How might Jefferson’s vision still shape our society? How do the sacrifices 
made by early Americans impact the way we live today? 

Tips for Success: 

• Be Creative and Thoughtful: This timeline is your canvas. Show how you see the past 
and make it your own. 

• Look for Connections: Consider how one event leads into another and how the 
decisions of one generation impacted the next. What patterns can you see? 

• Make it Personal: As you add each topic, think about what these stories mean to you. 
Which moments inspire you? Which ones make you think? 

Format Options: 

• Digital Timeline: If you prefer working online, use a digital tool like Canva, PowerPoint, 
or TimelineJS. 
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• Physical Timeline: If you love hands-on projects, create a large paper timeline with all 
the trimmings—color, texture, and depth. You could also put it into a fancy spiral 
notebook with plain pages and no lines or even create a trifold board presentation. Be 
creative and surprise us! 

Timeline Content: 

Your timeline should include, at least, the following elements: 

1. Indigenous Peoples of America (Pre-1400s) 
o Explore Native American cultures, societies, and civilizations before European 

contact. 
2. European Exploration (1400-1500s) 

o Key figures and motivations for exploration, including Columbus. 
3. Colonization of the Americas (1600-1650) 

o Establishment and impact of Spanish, French, Dutch, and English colonies. 
4. The Thirteen Colonies (1607-1750) 

o Founding of colonies like Jamestown and Plymouth and development of the 13 
colonies. 

5. Life in Colonial America (1700-1750) 
o Social, economic, and cultural aspects, including slavery and indentured 

servitude. 
6. The French and Indian War (1754-1763) 

o Major events, outcomes, and its role in leading to independence. 
7. Road to Revolution (1763-1775) 

o Events leading to the American Revolution, like the Stamp Act and Boston 
Massacre. 

8. The American Revolution (1775-1783) 
o Key battles, leaders, and the Declaration of Independence. 

9. The Articles of Confederation and the Constitution (1781-1789) 
o Weaknesses of the Articles and the creation of the US Constitution. 

10. The Early Republic (1789-1800) 
o Presidencies of Washington and Adams, early national challenges. 

11. The Jeffersonian Era (1800-1816) 
o Louisiana Purchase, Lewis and Clark, and the War of 1812. 

12. The Era of Good Feelings and Monroe Doctrine (1816-1824) 
o National unity and the Monroe Doctrine’s impact on foreign policy. 

13. Jacksonian Democracy and Native American Policy (1824-1840) 
o Andrew Jackson’s presidency, the Trail of Tears, and populism. 

14. Westward Expansion and Manifest Destiny (1840-1850) 
o Manifest Destiny, the Oregon Trail, and the annexation of Texas. 

Evaluation Criteria: 

• Historical Accuracy (25 points): Events and dates are accurate and clearly marked. 
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• Completeness (25 points): All 14 topics are included with descriptions, images, and 
quotes. 

• Creativity and Presentation (20 points): Effective use of visuals, color, and neatness in 
organization. 

• Connection Paragraphs (20 points): Thoughtful reflection on how selected topics relate 
to modern America. 

• Effort and Detail (10 points): Evidence of thorough work and attention to detail. 

 

Remember, Trailblazers: 

This timeline isn’t just a project; it’s your chance to walk in the footsteps of explorers, 
revolutionaries, and visionaries who dared to shape a new nation. Let their bravery fuel your 
creativity, and let their stories inspire you to think big. You’re capturing history, but you’re also 
connecting with the power of human resilience and the spirit of discovery. 

 

Let’s bring history to life together—Trailblazers-style! 
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