Log Cabin Schoolhouse

Homework Assignment: Write a Blog Post as a Journalist in the 1850s

Objective: Use your creativity and historical knowledge to write a blog post as if you were a
journalist covering the events of the 1850s. With the help of ChatGPT, you’ll explore key events,
take a perspective, and craft an engaging and persuasive article.

Instructions:

Imagine you’re a newspaper journalist in the 1850s reporting on a major event leading up to the
Civil War. Your job is to capture the drama, perspectives, and significance of the event in a blog
post that would grab the attention of readers at the time.

Use ChatGPT as your assistant to brainstorm ideas, develop your article, or polish your writing.
Here’s how:

Step 1: Pick Your Topic
Choose one of the following events to report on:

John Brown’s Raid on Harpers Ferry (1859)
The Dred Scott Decision (1857)

“Bleeding Kansas” (1854-1859)

The Fugitive Slave Act (1850)
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Step 2: Brainstorm with ChatGPT

Ask ChatGPT for help brainstorming! Here are some prompt ideas to get you started:
o “Explain the key events of [your chosen topic] in simple terms.”
e “What were the Northern and Southern perspectives on [topic]?”
e “Help me write an attention-grabbing headline about [topic].”

o “What quotes or reactions might people in the 1850s have about [topic]?”
e “Write a dramatic introduction for a blog post about [topic].”

Step 3: Write Your Blog Post

Structure your blog post as follows:
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1. Headline:
o Use ChatGPT to craft a powerful title, like:
= “The Day Harpers Ferry Burned: John Brown’s Last Stand”
» “A House Divided: The Dred Scott Decision Shakes the Nation”
» “Bleeding Kansas: When Democracy Turned Deadly”
2. Introduction (2-3 sentences):

o Set the scene with vivid imagery or drama. You can ask ChatGPT for help, e.g.,

“Write a vivid introduction for a blog post about the Fugitive Slave Act.”
3. Body (34 paragraphs):

o Describe the Event: Summarize what happened, using historical facts. If you
need help, ask ChatGPT, e.g., “What happened during [topic] in detail?”

o Include a Perspective: Take on the viewpoint of a Northern abolitionist, a
Southern planter, or a neutral observer. Use persuasive language to support your
stance. Try asking, “How would a [perspective] describe [topic]?”

o Add Quotes or Reactions: Create imagined quotes to bring your article to life.
Use prompts like:

= “Write a quote from an abolitionist reacting to the Dred Scott decision.”
» “How might a Southern planter have responded to John Brown’s raid?”
4. Conclusion (2-3 sentences):

o Reflect on the significance of the event. End with a thought-provoking question or
statement about the future. Try asking, “What were the long-term effects of
[topic] on the nation?”

Step 4: Add a Visual Aid
Include a visual aid to enhance your blog post. Your visual could be:

e A political cartoon (use ChatGPT to brainstorm ideas, e.g., “What would a political
cartoon about [topic] look like?”).

e A map showing where the event took place or the territories affected.

e An illustration or sketch representing a key figure or moment.

Add a short caption explaining the visual and its connection to your post.

Submission Details:

o Publish Your Blog Post: Upload your post and visual aid to your website. Make it
engaging and visually appealing!

o Share the Link: Provide the link to your published blog post for feedback and discussion
during class.
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Reminder for Trailblazers: ChatGPT is your co-pilot, but the final blog post is yours. Use the
tool to brainstorm and refine your ideas, but make sure to add your unique voice and creativity!

I can’t wait to see your blog posts and visuals, Trailblazers—Iet’s bring the 1850s to life!
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