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Homework Assignment: Create a Podcast Episode as a Journalist in the 1850s 

Objective: Use your creativity and historical knowledge to craft a podcast episode as if you were 
a journalist reporting on a major event from the 1850s. With the help of ChatGPT, you’ll explore 
key events, take a perspective, and produce an engaging, persuasive, and historically rich 
episode. 

 

Instructions: 

Imagine you’re a newspaper journalist in the 1850s who has just been given a new platform—
podcasting! Your job is to capture the drama, perspectives, and significance of a key event 
leading up to the Civil War. Use ChatGPT to brainstorm ideas, script your episode, and refine 
your delivery. 

 

Step 1: Pick Your Topic 

Choose one of the following events to report on: 

1. John Brown’s Raid on Harpers Ferry (1859) 
2. The Dred Scott Decision (1857) 
3. “Bleeding Kansas” (1854–1859) 
4. The Fugitive Slave Act (1850) 

 

Step 2: Brainstorm with ChatGPT 

Use ChatGPT to help you generate ideas and content for your podcast. Here are some prompt 
suggestions to get started: 

• “Explain the key events of [your chosen topic] in a way that’s easy to explain in a 
podcast.” 

• “What were the Northern and Southern perspectives on [topic]?” 
• “Write a gripping introduction for a podcast episode about [topic].” 
• “What quotes or imagined reactions might people in the 1850s have about [topic]?” 
• “Help me write an engaging conclusion for a podcast about [topic].” 

 

Step 3: Structure Your Podcast Episode 

Use this structure to guide your episode: 
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1. Title and Introductory Hook (30 seconds–1 minute): 
o Create an attention-grabbing title for your episode. For example: 

 “Harpers Ferry: The Raid That Shocked the Nation” 
 “Dred Scott: The Court Case That Changed Everything” 
 “Bleeding Kansas: Where Democracy Turned Violent” 

o Start with a dramatic hook to draw in your audience. Use ChatGPT for ideas, e.g., 
“Write an opening line that grabs attention for a podcast on John Brown’s raid.” 

2. Main Content (3–5 minutes): 
o Describe the Event: Give your listeners the historical context and details of what 

happened. 
 Ask ChatGPT for help: “What happened during [topic], and why is it 

significant?” 
o Include a Perspective: Choose a viewpoint (e.g., Northern abolitionist, Southern 

planter, neutral observer) and weave it into your narration. 
 Try asking, “How would a [perspective] describe [topic] in a podcast?” 

o Use Quotes or Reactions: Create imagined quotes or reactions to make the story 
feel real and dynamic. 

 Example prompts: 
 “What might an abolitionist have said after the Dred Scott 

decision?” 
 “Write a quote from a Southern politician about the Fugitive Slave 

Act.” 
3. Conclusion (1–2 minutes): 

o Wrap up with a reflection on the event’s significance and its impact on the nation. 
End with a question or thought-provoking statement for your listeners. 

 Example prompt: “Help me write a reflective closing for a podcast episode 
on Bleeding Kansas.” 

 

Step 4: Add a Visual Aid 

Even though your primary medium is audio, include a visual aid to complement your podcast. 
This could be: 

• A podcast cover featuring a political cartoon, map, or key figure from your topic. 
• A timeline graphic showing the major events leading up to and after your chosen event. 
• A social media post to promote your podcast, with imagery and a catchy caption. 

Add a short caption or explanation for your visual. Use ChatGPT to brainstorm, e.g., “What 
visuals would work well for a podcast episode on the Dred Scott decision?” 

 

Submission Details: 
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• Publish Your Podcast: Record and upload your episode to your website, a podcast 
platform, or a class forum. 

• Include Your Visual Aid: Post your visual alongside the podcast to enhance your 
audience’s experience. 

• Share the Link: Provide the link to your episode and visual for feedback and discussion 
during class. 

 

Reminder for Trailblazers: ChatGPT is your co-host, but the final podcast is yours. Use the 
tool to brainstorm and refine your ideas, but make sure your unique voice shines through. 

I’m excited to tune into your episodes, Trailblazers—let’s make history come alive, one podcast 
at a time! ��� 
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