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Trailblazers’ Guide to Making History: Podcast Episodes Planner
Hey, Trailblazers!
It’s time to create a podcast series that’s as bold and inspiring as the history you’re sharing! In

this planner, you’ll work together to assign episodes, develop a consistent brand for the podcast,
and ensure everyone is on the same page about tone, language, and style. Let’s make history

unforgettable! &

Step 1: Assigning Episodes
Divide and conquer! Work together to assign each section of history to a few Trailblazers.

Decide how many episodes are needed for each section, making sure to highlight diverse voices
and perspectives.

Trailblazers’ Podcast Assignment Table

Number of | Diverse Perspectives or | Due

Section of History Trailblazer(s) Episodes Themes to Include Date

1. Indigenous Peoples of
America

’2. European Exploration ‘

3. Colonization of the
Americas

‘4. The Thirteen Colonies H H H H

’5. Life in Colonial America H H H H

6. The French and Indian
War

‘7. Road to Revolution H H H H

’8. The American Revolution H H H H

9. Articles of Confederation
& Constitution

‘10. The Early Republic H H H H

’1 1. The Jeffersonian Era H H H H

12. Era of Good Feelings &
Monroe Doctrine

‘13. Jacksonian Democracy H H H H
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Number of | Diverse Perspectives or | Due

Section of History Trailblazer(s) Episodes Themes to Include Date

14. Westward Expansion &
Manifest Destiny

15. The Mexican-American
War

16. The Pre-Civil War Era ‘

17. The Civil War: Early
Years

18. The Civil War: Later
Years & Reconstruction

19. The Gilded Age [

20. Progressivism &
Spanish-American War

21. World War Il &
Aftermath

‘22. The Roaring Twenties H

23. The Great Depression &
New Deal

‘24. World War II H H H H

‘25. The Cold War Begins H H H H

26. The Civil Rights
Movement

27. Vietnam War & Social
Unrest

|28. Modern America H H ” H

Step 2: Branding Your Podcast
Let’s make your podcast recognizable and consistent. Work together to decide:

1. Theme and Logo
o What is the overarching theme of your podcast? (e.g., “History Unfolded: Voices
Through Time”)
o Brainstorm ideas for a logo that represents the Trailblazers’ mission.
2. Episode Length
o Decide on a standard length for episodes (e.g., 10-15 minutes for concise
storytelling).
3. Music and Sound Effects
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o Choose music for the intro and outro to set the tone (e.g., inspiring, dramatic, or
upbeat).
o Decide if sound effects will be used to enhance storytelling (e.g., battle sounds,
crowd noise).
4. Language Guidelines
o Encouraged:
» Inclusive and respectful language.
= Relatable metaphors and engaging descriptions.
= Phrasing that invites curiosity and critical thinking.
o Never Say:
= Offensive or disrespectful terms.
= Stereotypes or oversimplified narratives.
= Language that dismisses or invalidates diverse experiences.
5. Consistency in Style
o Decide if all episodes will follow a consistent tone (e.g., casual, conversational,
and informative) or allow for slight variation depending on the Trailblazer.
o Ensure each episode includes key elements like:
» An engaging introduction.
= A clear narrative with historical context.
= A thought-provoking reflection or question.

Step 3: Plan Your Episode
For each assigned section, Trailblazers should determine:

e How many episodes are needed to fully explore the topic.

e Which stories or perspectives will be featured.

o What creative storytelling methods will be used (e.g., dramatic retellings, interviews, or
imagined historical dialogue).

Step 4: Create and Collaborate
Use these final tips to bring it all together:

e Recording: Test your equipment and record in a quiet space to ensure clear audio.

o Editing: Use software like Audacity, GarageBand, or Anchor to polish your episodes.

o Publishing: Coordinate the release schedule to keep episodes consistent and timely.

o Feedback: Invite listeners to share their thoughts and suggestions to make your podcast
even better!
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